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Tradies’ election message: cut red
tape and speed up consents

CBS survey shows material costs are the biggest pressure, while builders want
practical changes that help them get on with the job.

CHRISTCHURCH, 29 September 2026 — Tradies have a clear election challenge for political
parties: cut the cost and delay of building. In a CBS Co-operative survey, material prices emerged as
the biggest business pressure, while less red tape and faster consents topped the list of changes
wanted from the next Government.

Of the respondents who identified as tradies, 67.6% selected the cost of building materials as a
major issue and 52.1% selected economic uncertainty. 62.0% wanted the next Government to
reduce unnecessary regulation and compliance costs; 56.3% chose faster consents and lower
council fees. A further 46.5% selected fairer access to government funded work for smaller building
companies. These questions allowed more than one answer.

“Tradies are telling us what is making work harder. Costs are high, consent delays hold up jobs, and
small firms need a fair chance to compete,” says CBS Co-operative CEO Carl Taylor.

“Political parties should be clear about what they will change and how quickly builders will see the
difference on site.”

There are also signs of confidence returning: 52.1% of tradie respondents said they were confident
about their business outlook over the next 12 months. “We’'re hearing from tradies that their
forward-work pipelines are starting to fill again. That is positive for the outlook, and we want to see
that momentum continue,” Taylor says.

If the election were held today

Asked which party would receive their party vote, 28.7% of all survey respondents chose ACT New
Zealand, with National and New Zealand First each on 17.8%. The Opportunity Party drew 7.9%,
Labour and the Greens each 5.9%, and Te Pati Maori 2.0%. A further 10.9% were undecided and
3.0% preferred not to say. These results reflect this self-selected survey group.

The appetite for practical reform is unmistakable. Nationally consistent consent requirements and
council performance standards won support from 90.1% of respondents. Stronger payment
protections for builders, subcontractors and suppliers also drew 90.1% support, while 79.2%
backed better financial support for employers who train and retain apprentices.

Warranty reform must keep good builders in business

A government-backed home warranty scheme similar to Queensland’s, instead of compulsory
private warranty insurance, won support from 58.4% of respondents. CBS remains concerned about
access under the Government’s proposed warranty reforms. Capable, qualified builders who see no
reason to join a membership organisation must still be able to obtain cover. As set out in the CBS
manifesto, warranty products should be independent of membership groups, with open registration
and transparent eligibility criteria. Consumer protection should not shut good tradies out.

Media contact: Carl Taylor, CEO, CBS Co-operative
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Survey results

All charts show the percentage of survey respondents selecting each answer. Questions allowing several answers use
bar graphs, where percentages can add to more than 100%.

CBS membership

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

M Yes: 93.1%
‘ No: 5.9%
M No answer: 1.0%

100%

Industry

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

M Tradie: 70.3%
Construction related Industrie ( other than being a tradie ): 21.8%
M Other: 7.9%
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Business location

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

W Canterbury: 25.7%

1 Auckland: 18.8%

M Wellington: 16.8%

| Waikato: 6.9%

m Otago: 5.9%

| Bay of Plenty: 5.0%

m Northland: 4.0%

B Tasman/Nelson/Marlborough: 4.0%
W Southland: 3.0%

m Manawatu-Whanganui: 3.0%
W Hawke's Bay: 3.0%

I Taranaki: 2.0%

W Gisborne: 1.0%

W Other: 1.0%
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Business size

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.
W 2-5 people: 44.6%
‘ @ Sole trader: 43.6%
“ W 11-20 people: 8.9%
W More than 20 people: 2.0%
W 6-10 people: 1.0%

Business outlook over the next 12 months

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

\100%

W Somewhat confident: 29.7%

[ Neither confident nor concerned: 25.7%
W Somewhat concerned: 23.8%

W Very confident: 16.8%

W Very concerned: 4.0%
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Biggest issues affecting business

Percentage of respondents; multiple answers allowed.

Cost of building materials 64.4%

Economic uncertainty 53.5%

Lack of forward work or customer

37.6%
demand ?

Government regulation and compliance 35.6%

35.6%

Council consenting delays and costs

25.7%

Late payments and cash-flow pressure

23.8%

Insurance and warranty costs

Interest rates and access to finance 18.8%

15.8%

Shortage of skilled workers

Competition from larger building
companies

14.9%

Other 5.0%

Apprenticeship costs and support . 5.0%
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Government performance for small and medium building
businesses

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

M Neither good nor poor: 34.7%
= Very poor: 20.8%

“ W Poor: 19.8%

M Good: 15.8%

M Unsure: 5.9%
M Very good: 3.0%
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Party vote if the election were held today

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

100%

I

W ACT New Zealand: 28.7%
[ National Party: 17.8%

B New Zealand First: 17.8%
W Undecided: 10.9%

W Opportunity Party: 7.9%
M Green Party: 5.9%

W Labour Party: 5.9%

W Prefer not to say: 3.0%

W Te Pati Maori: 2.0%

Certainty of party-vote choice

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.
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W Fairly certain: 36.6%

@ Completely certain: 30.7%

M | could still change my mind: 20.8%

W Very uncertain: 7.9%

W Not applicable or prefer not to say: 4.0%



Priorities for the next Government

Percentage of respondents; multiple answers allowed.

Reduce unnecessary regulation and
compliance costs

58.4%

Reduce building-consent processing
times and council fees

Give smaller building companies
fairer access to government-funded
work

Maintain a stable, long-term housing
and infrastructure pipeline

54.5%

45.5%

35.6%

Increase competition in the
building-materials market

29.7%

28.7%

Create greater consistency between
councils

Improve payment protections for
subcontractors and small businesses

23.8%

Provide better support for
apprentices and employers

21.8%

Reform builder warranties and
consumer-protection arrangements

20.8%

Improve access to business and

o
development finance 12.9%

10.9%

Other

Make it easier to recruit and retain
skilled tradespeople

8.9%

T T T
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Government-backed home warranty scheme

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

B Neutral or unsure: 31.7%
‘ m Strongly support: 30.7%
“ W Support: 27.7%
W Strongly oppose: 5.0%

M Oppose: 4.0%
M No answer: 1.0%
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Consistent building consent requirements

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

W Strongly support: 59.4%

‘ Support: 30.7%
M Neutral or unsure: 8.9%

| Strongly oppose: 1.0%

Financial support for apprenticeship employers

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

W Strongly support: 49.5%
Support: 29.7%

W Neutral or unsure: 15.8%

| Strongly oppose: 2.0%

M Oppose: 2.0%

B No answer: 1.0%

Fair access to government construction work

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

W Strongly support: 48.5%
‘ Support: 32.7%

W Neutral or unsure: 17.8%

M Oppose: 1.0%

100%
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Prompt payment protections

Percentage of all respondents, including any “No answer” slice.

W Strongly support: 54.5%

‘ [ Support: 35.6%
M Neutral or unsure: 8.9%

M No answer: 1.0%

Source and method: CBS Member Pre-Election Survey 2026.csv. The survey was voluntary and self-selected, so the
findings are not representative of all New Zealand tradies, construction businesses or voters. Release percentages
about tradies use the tradie subgroup as the base. Charts use all survey respondents as their base and include
unanswered responses in single-answer questions. Percentages are rounded to one decimal place. The final free-text
question is not charted.
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